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A SERM ON.* 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY. 


BY £ MEMBER OF THE NEW LEBANON PRESBYTERY. 


‘“Take heed, therefore, unto yourselves, and to all the flock over the which the Holy 
Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the Church of God which he hath purchased 
with his own, blood.’’—Acts 20: 28. 

The ministry of the gospel is the most responsible office belonging 
to human society. In the Eternal Counsels of Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost it had its origin, and not in the Vatican of Rome, or the ingenu- 
ity of designing men. Its object is to save immortal beings from end- 
less perdition and wretchedness, and not to elevate a few ambitious 
men, to tyranize over the conscience and judgment of all the balance 
of the human race. It holds life and death, blessing and cursing in 
its own hand, for a lost and perishing world. How awfully solemn 
then the responsibility of those who fill this sacred office. On them 
depends instrumentally the success of the cause of Christ. If they 
are the kind of men that should fill this sacred office, and then, will do 
their duty, the cause will prosper; if not, it will decline and give place 
to vice and sin. It is our object, in the following discourse, to present 
to you, in a partial degree, the responsibilities of a minister of the 
Gospel; and, in order to do this, we will 

I. Notice some of the ministerial qualifications. 

II. Notice some of the ministerial duties. 

Ist. We are to notice some of the ministerial qualifications. 

In judging of the character or quality of anything whatever, we 
must first have the STAND POINT, from which to judge, properly under- 
stood and fixed in our minds. For instance, in determining the char- 
acter of an action, whether good or bad, just or unjust, we must first 
have a principle that we term goodness and justice fixed in our minds, 
to which we can bring the action for trial or comparison, before we 
can determine upon its quality or character. In like manner, in ascer- 
taining the qualifications of a minister of the gospel, we must first get 
the standard of ministerial qualifications fixed in our minds. But 
where shall we go for this standard? Shall we go toreason? Reason 
without revelation, in her brightest days is but a blind guide. Shall 
we go tothe Council of Nice, the Westminster Divines, or the Oxford 
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Literati? They were only fallible and uninspired men, and framed their 
standards according to their views of the great STANDARD work of 
Divine truth. Let us then go to the fountain head of all theological 
knowledge and information—THE BIBLE, heaven’s lamp, hung out to 
guide the way-worn pilgrims to their Father's Home. 

1. A minister of the gospel should be pre-eminent for piety and 
devotion. It is not enough for him to be merely a christian, to live 
as other christians live, and do as others do; but all the christian graces 
should shine with unsullied brightness in his character, actions and con- 
duct with mankind. He should be a man of ardent devotion; his heart 
should ever be fired with love to God and zeal for his glory: his life and 
conduct’should be regulated according to the strictest principles of jus- 
tice and propriety: his example should be brilliant in all the duties of the 
gospel, leading forth the sacramental host of the Lord in the path of obe- 
dience ; his manners and habits should be regulated according to true 
dignity, gentleness, condecension, meekness, forbearnce, patienca, af- 
fability, discretion and humility. Paul says:—*‘‘A bishop must be blame- 
less, the husband of one wile, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given 
to hospitality, apt to teach: not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of 
filthy, lucre, but patient: not a brawler, not covetous: One that ruleth 
well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity: 
(for if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take 

care of the ChurchofGod?) Nota novice, lest being lified up with 
pride, he fall into the condemnation of the Devil. Moreover, he must 
have a goud report of them which are without; lest he fall into re- 


proach, and the snare of the Devil.’’-—1 Timothy 3; 1,7. In addition 
to the above description of the characteref a bishop, the Apostle in wri- 
ting to ‘Titus, 1; 7,9, saysthata ‘Bishop must not be self-willed, not soon 
angry. Holding fast the faith vord as he has been taught, that he may 
beable, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and convince the gainsayers.’ 
The Lord Jesus Christ required Peter to love him above all things else, 


as a necessary qualification to feed his sheep and lambs.—Jno. 21: 16, 


17. We are also informed in Acts 6: 4, that the Apostles gave 
themstlves continually to prayer and the ministry of the word; evi- 
dently evincing ardent devotion and piety. In reference to the exam- 
ple of ministers, Paul says thet they who preach that men should not 
steal, skould not steal themselves; that is, ministers should practice 
the moral precepts they preach to others. He also tells the Thessa- 
lonians that he set a good example before them and that they ought 
to follow it.—2 Thess. 3: 7. He also exhorts Titus.—2: 7,8. ‘In all 
things” to “show himselfa pattern of good works; in doctrine show- 
ing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, sound speech that cannot be 
condemned : that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, 
having no evil thing to say of you.”” The Apostle Peter exhorts the 
elders, who sustained the same relation to the church that he did, to 
be examples to the flock.—Ist Peter, 5; 3. All which goes to estab- 
lish the fact, that ministers of the gospel should be living epistles 
of the Lord Jesus, known and read of all men, and especially 


of the church. Ia vain may a minister urge the church to the du- 
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ties of loving Christ and his cause, of praying in secret and in their fami- 
lies, o4 being zealous for the glory of God, Xc., unless his own heart feels 
the fire of ardent devotion and piety. His words will fall as au unwel- 
come sound upon the ears of his hearers, and soon die away without pro- 
ducing any real good or lasting impressions. In vain may he urge the 
necessity ofany of the graces of the spirit, such as meekness, gentleness, 
kindness, patience, forbearance, humility, &c., unless he show to the 
world, by his conduct, that his own soul is happily adorned with those 
heavenly principles. Invain may he exhort parents to train up their 
children for God and his cause unless he have his own house in subjec- 
tion with all gravity. In vain may he urge the institutions of the church 
a and the claims of the heathen world, while he is worldly minded, 
covetous and selfish. Inu short, a minister must RE-PREACH ouT of 
he sacred desk, all that it is his duty to preach in it, and thus com- 
mend himself to every man’s conscience in the sight of God. 

2. A minister of the gospel must be a devoted student. Whether 
we understand the term to mean a scholar, or one devoted to study 
and rescearch, the proposition is still true: both are necessary pre- 
requisites in the qualifications of a minister, in order for him to be 
eminently useful. He that enters the ministry with the calculation of 
accomplishing his studies, let them be as extensive as they may, and 
then quietly resting from the toils, and self-sacrificing labor of study, 
will find himself greatly mistaken, or greatly behind the improvement 
of society, and deficient in usefulness. The church of God is the 
school of Christ, in which the family of God are trained and educa- 
+ ted for the society of more intelligent beings in heaven. This school 
is entered at the time of conversion, and the christian’s life is as the 
juvenile age of Christ, who increased in wisdom and stature, and in 
favor with God and man, until they arrive to the wisdom and perfec- 
tion of saintsin heaven. The ministers of the gospel are the teachers 
in this school of salvation, and it would be the extreme of presumption 
ind egotism for a man to think that he could study, and gain enough 
knowledge in a few years, to do the church for an age. Therefore, 
let every one that has an eye to the ministry, bear in mind, that when 
he enters the ministry he enters a field of study bounded only by the 
shores of time, which he is bound to cultivate or let the rank weeds of 
ignorance and superstition grow in forbidden ground to the dishonor 
of Christ’s cause, and the destruction of his own usefulness. The 
- law of the human mind necessarily requires variety in order to keep 
up attention and interest. Our Creator has wonderfully gratified this 
taste for variety in the field of nature; he has given a variety of scen- 
ery for the eye, a variety of sounds for the ear, and a variety of truths 
for the mind; no less has he gratified this taste when sanctified by his 
spirit in the Book of Revelation. There we find an infinity of divine 
truth, that the man of God may be thoroughly furnished unto every 
good work ; and make a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth. He that fails to make these in- 
valuable treasures of knowledge his own, will soon find that he is but 
a bankrupt in point of knowledge, and will consequently fail to pay 
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the cause of Christ and the world what he justly owes them—a devo- 
ted and useful life. The very titles by which the ministers of the gospel 
are known in scripture, are significant of their study and devotedness 
to the cause of Christ. (1.) They are styled teachers.—1 Cor. 12; 28. 
How shall they teach except they are qualified? and how can they 
become qualified without study? Such 1s the variety of truth to be 
taught to the church and the world, from the sacred Scriptures, that 
no man is fully qualified to fill the office of teacher in the school of 
Christ, unless he is a devoted student of his Bible. The simple fact, 
then of their being teachers, presupposes that they have been taught 
themselves, not only in the simple dialect of the new birth, but that 
they are able to bring forth things both new and old from the treasury 
of the Lord; this they cannot do without making advancements in 
this science themselves. 

(2.) They are styled pastors, Eph. 4;11. We are told by the Apostles 
Paul and Peter that it is the duty of pastors to feed the flock of God ; 
Acts 20; 28; 1st Peter 5; 12. With what kind of food shall they feed 
the church of God? we are told by Peter that it is the sincere milk 
of the word. How shall pastors do this unless they get the sincere 
milk from the word? and how can they get this without devoted study 
and research? again we are informed by God himself that his pastors 
should feed his people with knowledge and understanding.—Jer. 3, 15. 
It is evident that they cannot do this if they have not the necessary 
knowledge and understanding themselves, God has revealed this 
knowledge in his word, and in the use of the means, every pastor can 
obtain it. His promise is “if any of you lack wisdom let him ask of 
God, who giveth liberally to all men and upbraideth not, and it shall 
be given him.”’ 

(3.) They are styled laborers and workers.—1st Cor. 3, 9; 2nd 
Cor. 6, 1. What husbandman would think of sending his laborers 
into his field to labor, without the necessary tools? So God does not 
send his ministers into the great moral field, which is the world, with- 
out providing for them the necessary instruments with which to labor. 
The same being that said to his ministers “Go ye into all the world 
and preach the gospel to every creature,’ also said by the mouth of 
his Apostle Paul, “the word of God is the sword of the spirit,” and 
‘the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty through God.”” 
These instruments he puts within the reach of his ministers and his 
language unto them is, “study to show thyself approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word 
of truth.” 

(4.) They are styled stewards.—1Ist Cor. 4: 1,12. Jt is the business 
of a steward to manage the domestic concerns of a family. The 
ministers of the gospel are termed ‘‘stewards of the mysteries of God :" 
that is, they dispense the mysteries of God to his family as they ‘nay 
need. We know that it would be impossible for them to make known 
to others, mysteries with which they were unacquainted themselves. 
God has revealed all the the mysteries that he designed his people to 
know in this life, in his word; yet his ministers cannot properly un- 
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derstand them without much study, prayer and research ; therefore, 
his ministers should be men of thought and devoted study. (5.)— 
They are styled Servants.—2nd Peter 1,1. It is the duty of servants 
to do their master’s will; this they cannot do unless they know it.— 
God has given us his will i his word. Al! ministers of the gospel 
are his servants, and consequently bound to do his will; they cannot 
do the will of God unless they know it, and they cannot know the 
will of God without studying the Bible, therefore ministers above all 
other men, ought to be men of devoted study and research. (6.)— 
They are styled Preachers.—2nd Timothy 1, 11. It is the business of 
a preacher to exhibit the truths of the gospel; and it is very evident 
that before he can exhibit them to others, he must be well acquainted 
with them himself, consequently he must be a man of study. Ministers 
of the gospel should therefore ‘‘give attention to reading, to exhorta- 
tion, to doctrine.” They should “meditate upon these things,” and 
give themselves ‘‘wholly to them:”’ that their ‘“‘profiting might appear 
unto all.’’ 

3. A minister of the gospel must be willing to make great sacrifi- 


ces for the cause of Christ. Theewhole work of salvation from the 
sacrifice of Christ to the final glorification of all his saints, is opposed 
to sensual indulgence and the vanities of this world. He who was 
rich in glory, for our sakes became poor that we through his poverty 
might be made rich, The creator of all things, became the babe of 
Bethlehem, the ancient of days, was the boy of twelve years old, the 
owner of all things, became the homeless and almost friendless wan- 
derer in the deserts of Palestine. The Judge of the quick and the 


dead became condemned at Pilate’s bar; the giver of life itself, cave 
his own life upon the tree of the cross, that we might have eternal life 


Ter 
in his kingd 


om above. Thus the great foundation of man’s salvation 
was laid in the sacrifice of heaven, and now as Paul says, in speaking 
of his own suffering, the church is required to make up that which is 
lacking ef the sufferings of Christ, and inasmuch as the ministers 
are the office bearers in the army of the Lord, the greatest amount of 
suffering and sacrifice must necessarialy fall on them. The minisiry 
of Christ invites not a man to wealth, honor, ease and self-indulgence, 
although the pretended church of Christ may hold out such induce- 
ments to selfish and sensual lovers of filthy lucre. (1.) The ministry 
requires a man to deny himself indulgence in all the appetites and 
passious of depraved nature which are contrary to the purity of true 
holiness. Paul says to the Corinthians “whether therefore ye eat or 
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” This is re- 
quired of all christians, but how shall a minister stand up before a peo- 
ple and insist on their restraining their wicked passions, and govern- 
ing their depraved appetites, unless he does the same himself, and 
gives no ground for the reprouf, ‘Physician heal thyself.” It is the 
business of mimisters to persuade wicked men to deny themselves the 
pleasure of sin and indulgence, but how shali they do this when they 
do not govern their wicked passions, but give loose reins to anger, 
revenge, and selfishness, and live in the daily indulgence of some 
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morbid, useless and depraved appetite. Ministers must be willing to 
give up ALL the enjovments of sin and depravity, if they would be 
fully prepared to meet all the objections the depraved heart urges against 
the holy religion of Jesus Christ. They should do as the Apostle 
Paul, keep their bodies under, and bring them into subjection.—Ist 
Cor. 9, 27. (2.) Ministers should be willing to sacrifice ease and 
comfort for the cause of Christ. The Lord Jesus did not make his 
appearance in the gorgeous palace of Rome, nor in the self-indulging 
Court of Judea, but in the mean and disagreeable situation of a man- 
ger; during the thirty-three years that he spent with unholy men, he 
was not once found upon a golden throne with sparkling diadems 
upon his head, and proud courtiers attending his palace, and seeking 
his preferment; but he was often found in the mountains of Judea on 
his knees as an humble suppliant, in the plains teaching and instructing 
the poor who would resort unto him, and in the houses of the afflicted 
and distressed widow and orphan, administering comfort. and relief to 
the broken hearted inmates. If those angels that celebrated the birth 
of the Lord Jesus, and those that ministered to him in the wilderness 
when he fasted forty days, were sent to this world to examine, and 
muke their report to heaven in favor of the ministers of the meek and 
ease-sacrificing Jesus, what would be the nature of theirreport? Would 
they report in favor of those that sitin king’s palaces, and wear king’s 
clothins? Who indulge inease and all the comforts thatarich court 
can afford? Or would.they not report in favor of those ministers who 
come nearest imitating the example of Christ and his holy Apostles? 
The latter, of course, would be reported as the followers of Christ, 
and TRUE successors of the Apostles. A minister should cheer- 
fully go wherever and whenever duty calls hap in the language 
of the prophet he should say, ‘Here Lord am I, send me:” and 
his.duty ofien calls him to give up the ease and comfort of a 
pleasant fire side, for the howling blasts of a winter storm: to 
give up the great satisfaction and enjoyment of his family’s society, 
for the sick bed chamber or the house of mourning and distress: but 
he should ever remember that a great portion of his work as the min- 
ister of Christ is to bind up the broken-hearted; to.comfort. the mourner, 
to dry up the widow’s tears, and show a father’s care to the distressed 
orphans. Taking encouragement from the promises of Christ, he should 
vo forward cheerfully in his work below, remembering that Christ has 
promised to abundantly reward his faithful, suffering ministers when 
their work isdone. “There is no man. that hath left houses or breth- 
ren, or sisters, or father, or wife, or children. or lands, for my sake, and 
the gospel’s, but he shall receive a hundred fold more in this time, 
houses, and brethern, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and 
lands with. persecution, and in the world to come cternal life.’’ (3.) 
Ministers. should be willing to sacrifice their worldly substance for 
the cause of Christianity. They should set the example to the Church 
in every work, consequently if they would have the Church liberally 
sustain: the institutions of rel'gion with their substance, they must set 
the example of liberality tathem. Especially in planting aew Churches, 
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should ministers not ~~ feel willing to » edvate thee time and best 
energies to the work, but if necessary do as Paul did, not be chargable 
to the church, lest they should hinder the gospel. They should feel 
as much bound as the stewards of Christ, to devote their substance 

his cause as their time and talents. By thus doing they could 
preach to thousands, they never saw, and many would rise in the first 
resurrection from heathen lands and call them blessed. The proverb 
of Solomon is as applicable to them as any other class of men.— 
‘There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that with- 
holdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty,’’ The liberal soul 
shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also himself.’’ 
Prov. 2: 24,25. O what holy hearts should ministers of the gospel 
have, what upright conduct, what devoted lives, what chaste conversa- 
tion! Nevershould filthy communications proceed out of their mouths; 
it should be the purpose of their hearts, and the daily labor of their 
lives, to come as nigh as possible presenting to the church and the 
world, a spotless example of purity and innocence. May we not 
tremble and say as Paul said, ‘who is sufficient for these things?’ On the 
words and actions of ministers, in a great degree, hang the eternal 
salvation or damnation of multitudes of immortal beings; if they 
should give a wrong touch to the cause, it may bolt forever the door 
of hope against many a precious and immortal soul, and seal them to 
endless perdition. O whose skirts will be red with the blood of souls 
in the Judgment of the ‘‘“Great Day!’ These reflections should urge 
forward every minister to the diligent discharge of all his duties; 
which leads us 

II. To notice some of the duties of a minister of the gospel. (1. 
It is the duty of every true minister of Christ to preach the glad tidings 


of peace and reconciliation to the unconverted. The commission of 
the Apostles was ‘‘go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature.”’ The Lord hath ordained by the foolishness of preaeh- 


ing to save them that believe. The preaching of the gospel is the 
grand instrument by which God designs to save them that believe in 
Christ: for this purpose were the Apostles called and sent forth into 
the world; for this purpose has God kept up the ministry ever since 
that time, and for this purpose will there be a faithful ministry in the 
church of Christ till the end of time. The commission of the Apos- 
tles made it as much their duty to preach the gospel to all men, as to 
only a part, therefore they who offer the goodness of the gospel, which 
is > - Christ, to all the world come nearest filling the com- 
mission of : Apostles, and fulfilling the design of God. Inasmuch 
as it is al pie of ministers to preach the gospel to all mankind, 
they have a’ most an infinke variety of intellect to address, it is therefore 
their duty to study piainness of style, that they be easily understood 
by all their hearers. The Apostle Paul, who was nota whit behind 
the very chieftest Apostle, said that in the church he had rather speak 
five words with the understanding, that by his voice he might teach 
others also, than.ten.thousand words in an unknown tongue.—\Ist Cor. 


14; 19. ‘Fhe preaching of the gospel should alse be full, keeping 
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nothing back that would be profitable. Paul kept nothing back from 
the Ephesians that would be profitable for them, but declared the 
whole counsel of God.—Acts 20,27. The preaching of the gospel 
should not be for the purpose of exhibiting the learning, the beautiful 
style, the eloquent voice, or the handsome gesticulation of the minis- 
ter, but for the purpose of holding up Christ to the hearers as the only 
hope of a lost and sin cursed world. ‘For we preach not ourselves 
but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake.’’ 


2nd Cor. 4,5. “And my speech and my preaching, was not with en- 
ticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the spirit and 
of power,’ —ist Cor. 2; 4. The preaching of the gospel should be 
clothed with creat earnestne persuasion and affection, and witha 


sincere desire to bring men to Christ, “whom we preach, warning every 
man and teaching every man in all wisdom.’’—Col. 1,28. ‘Knowing the 


terrors of the Lord we persuade men.’ ‘But we were gentle among you 


evenas anu ( isheth her children.’ Ist Thes. 2,7. “Now then we 
are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did besech you by us, we pray 
you in Christ’s stead, be 2 ciled to God.”’—2nd Cor. 5, 20. (2. 
The second duty of mir rs that we would name is that of feeding 
the church of God. TI! ty seems to be more pariicularly enjoined 
on that class of ministers « d pastors. While it is the duty of 
evangelists to go forth and lavsor as the pioneers, in planting and 
building up churches, it is no less the duty of rs to take cl e 
of, watch over and feed tl churches with the sincere milk of tl 

word, that they may grow thereby, and incre: in knowledee, righte- 
ousn nd true s. God | mised | le six hundred 
vears before Christ came, tl I come, he would give them 
Pastors according to his heart, who should feed them with knowledge 
and with understanding.—Jer. 3; 15. The Apostle Paul tells us that 
this pr mise was redemed when Christ ascended upon high and led cap- 
tivity captive: that h ve some Apostles, some evangelists, and some 
pastors and teachers.—Eph. 4; 11. He also in the language of our text 


exhorts the pastors at Eph whom he calls elders, as descriptive ol 
their orderly and grave conduct before the church, to ‘feed the flock of 
God which he hath purchase d with his own blood. ‘ The A postle Pe ter 
also exhorts the pastors in general, (whom he calls elders, who are 


> called Presbyters,) to ‘‘feed the flock of God which is among 





elsewhe1 
you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly ; not 
for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; neither as being Lords over God's 
heritage, but being ensamples tothe flock.’’ Ist Peter 5: 1,3. The 
duties of a pastor as given above by Peter are threefold. 

(1.) To feed the flock of God, by preaching to them the sincere 
word} of God. (2.) Take the oversight thereof: that is to do the 
office of bishop, by personal care and vigilance over all the flock com- 
mitted to their care. (3.) To be examples to the flock; to practice 
the holiness, self-denial, mortification and all other christian duties 
which they preach and recommend to their people. The duty of a 
pastor as given by God in his promise to his people, was to feed them 
with knowledge and with understanding. 
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(1.) In the first place they should feed them with a knowledge of 
the great essential truths of christianity; such as the existence and 
perfections of God, the entire depravity of human nature, the character 
and offices of the Lord Jesus Christ, the necessity and nature of re- 
generation by the holy spirit, repentance, faith, justification by faith, 
future rewards and punishments, &c. HM a pastor would not have his 
people led off into the dangerous mists of error and heresy, Jet him 
instruct them well im the knowledge of the truth. - If he would not 
have their vessels filled with chaff, let him fill them well with cood 
wheat; if he would not have darkness and tgnorance reign over them 
let him bring forward the true light that will lhght every one of them. 
(2.) It is the duty of pastors to istruct their people in a knowledge 
of their duties; such as their dutiesto God, their duties to the church 
of Christ, to the ministers of the gospel, to their brethern individually 
tu their children, and their duties to the world of mankind. If the 
Church were well instructed in a knowledge of their duties to th 
cause of Christ, such as devoting their substance, prayers, and influ- 
ence to the spread of the gospel, the heathen world in a few years 
would be rejoicing in the light of the gospel. If all our churches 
had faithful pastors, who would instruct them in a knowledge of their 
duties to their children, parents would be more particular in raising 
their children for usefulness and for God: who would also instruct 
them in a knowledge of their duties to the church, the institutions of 
our church would flourish; and in a short time every minister who 
would be willing to give himself up to the work, would be in the field 
of active labor, either as an evangelist or a pastor. O thatthe church 
would prove the ministry and let the world know who are willing to 
work for Christ and souls, and who are not! But in order for a ‘pas- 
tor to feed his flock according to their necesities, he must know their 
spiritual state and wants; hence the necessity and propriety of pas- 
toral visits. The Apostle Paul not only preached the gospel publicly, 
but also went from house to house testifying repentence toward God 
and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.—Acts 20th chap. It is the 
duty of a pastor to know all about the spiritual difficulties, trials and 
temptations, of his people, in order that he may rightly divide the word 
of truth, and give succor to whom succor 7s due, comfort to whom 
comfort is due, and rebuke to whom rebuke is due; and thus as a 
nurse cherisheth her children, nurture and cherish the children of God. 

3. It is the duty of all ministers to attend strictly to the discipline 
and judicatories of the church. However successful a minister may 
be in preaching and gaining members to his church, yet unless that 
charch is well disciplined by a proper tone of church government, it 
will be as a nursery without pruning, a field without cultivation, ora 
family without government. But we design more particularly calling 
your attention to the vital importance of our ministers attending punc- 
tually the judicatures of our church. ‘‘This is 4 duty of far more deep 
and vital importance than most ministers seem to think.’” The faith- 
ful discharge of it bears relations, and exerts an influence which, un- 
less we are deceived are seldom duly consiJered. Among the many 
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reasons that might be urged in favor of ministers promptly attending 
our church judicatories, the fullowing are entitled to serious consider- 
ation. (1.) Their ordination vows require their constant attention to 
this duty. In that solemn hour in which they knelt before God, sur- 
sounded by the church and her ministry and received the imposition 
of the hands of the Presbytery, they promised to be ‘‘subject to their 
brethren in the Lord,’’ and to be ‘‘faithful and diligent in the discharge 


of all the 7 ublic as well as private duties of thew office. Now thers 
is scarcely any public duty more important than that for which we ar 
pleading. Of course he who neglects it, violates his solemn vows.— 
».) “If these ecclesiastical assemblies ought to be ke pt up, then it is 
plain that all who are properly members ought to be punctual in their 


uttendance, on the principles both of justice and’benevolence. He who 
neglects them, thereby refuses to render his share of service to th 


church, and throws an additiona!, and unequal burden on them?who are 
punctual. Is this doing to others as we would have them do unto us: 
(3.) “A punctual attendance on the judicatories of the church to which 
t minister belongs, is indispensible to his attaining a high and desira- 

e standing among his brethren, and enjoying their affectionate con- 
fidence. The reasons are many and obvious; the minister who seldom 
appears among his brethren. in their ecclesiastical meetings, has most 
generally but little intercourse with them as ministers: he is consequeut- 
ly but little known to them. Of course then he cannot reasonably ex- 
pect their confidenee and esteem, when they are habitually witnessing 


his neghgence and deficieu 
4.) “A strict attention on the judicatories of the church, is the 
best school in the world to study church government. However much 


a minister may study church covernment in books, and from theolo- 
vical lectures, yet if he has not seen it, in its practical bearings on the 
floor of judic ituries, his knowl age is theore tical and spec ulative, and 


consequentiy he is not prepared to take Zion by the hand and lead 
her forth through the wilderness. 

(5.) “It is one of the best means of obtaining, extending and con 
stantly improving a connected knowledge of the history of ourchurch. 
Whatever other part of ecclesiastical history a minister may be ignorant 
of, he ought, certainly, to be well acquainted with the history of his 
own church; and especially of that part of it, which is embraced in 
his own time. But even this portion will not be thoroughly gained, 
and kept up by any member who is not in the constant habit of attend- 
ing the judicatories of his church. Before these assemblies all the 
principal facts are to pass. And they appear there with a life and force 
much more impressive, much more likely tobe remembered, and in con- 
nexions and circumstances better adapted to leave their appropriate 
lessons, than if studied only by means of a written history. Show mea 
‘Cumberland Presbyterian minister who is familiar with the history of 
our church, and especially since he entered the ministry, and I will 
without hesitation, show you aman who has been constant and punc- 
tual in his attention on the judicatories of our church.” 

From the preceeding view that we have taken of the responsibilities 
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of the ministry, itis evident to our mind at least, that the ministers of 
the gospel should be wholly devoted to the interest of religion and the 
buisness of the sanctuary; and notleave the work of the ministry to 
serve tables. This conviction of mind is very much strengthened from 
the following considerations: 

(1.) The ministry of the church in the Jewish economy was wholly 
devoted to the service of the altar. The Levites were set apart by 
divine appointment for the service of the Temple; that and that alome 
was their profession and calling, and consequently they were not al- 
lowed an inheritance with the other tribes of Israel in the land of Ca- 
naan. The Lord God was their inheritance, who made special provi- 
sion for their natural sustenance in his law, that he gave his people 
through Moses. Inasmuch as the Priests and Levites were bound 
by divine appointment to devote their whole time to the services of the 
temple, they had no time to employ to make provision for the body, 
hence, God made it the duty of Israe! to give a tenth of all they made 
for the benefit of the ministers of their religion.—Lev. 27; 32. If 
the services of the Jewish altar, and the ministers of the Jewish religion, 
vhich was only a partial development of the benevolent designs of 


God to man, required the whole time and energies of their ministers, 
how much more when the great plan of human salvation 1s fully revealed, 
should the ministers of the Gospel be wholly devoted to the great work 
of saving men. (2.) A second consideration that we will notice is 
the practice of the Apostles of Christ. From the whole history of 
the preaching and success of the Apostles, it is evident that they viewed 
the work of the ministry as their great work and calling, and conse- 
quently with a very slight exception devoted their whole time and en- 
ergies to the work. Ve are told by the evangelist Luke in his history 
of the labors of the Apostles, that they gave themselves continually 


to prayer and the ministry of the word.—-Acts 6; 4. The Apostle Paul 


exhorts Timothy, who was cotemporary with the Apostles, to give him- 
self wholly to the work of the ministry.—1Ist Timothy 4; 15. 

(3.) Finally, it is not only according to the arrangement of God 
ie order of the ministry, and the arrange- 


when he first established t] 
ment of Christ when he re-established it, but it is also according to 
human reason, and experience that the ministers of religion should 
devote their whole time and energies to the work of the sanctuary.— 
Suchis the law and construction of the human mind that it is impossible 
for any man to be successfully useful in two callings or pursuits in life 
at the same time. We may just as well attempt to divide a thought, 
as to divide the energies of the human mind between two different 
professsions, and expect that mind to become eminent in either pro- 
fession. There are no two secular professions that can be successfully 
united in the same person: much less can we expect the holy minis- 
try of the Gospel to be wedded to any of the worldly and secular cal- 
lings of society, and not be greatly trammeled and crippled in its efforts 
to save the world. From the very nature of the werk and study of a min- 
ister it is evident that Christ intended his ministers to devote the whole 
of their time to this work. Said Christ to his Apostles ‘teaching them 
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to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.” Look at 
the infinite variety of divine truth to be taught to the church and the 
world: and who is sufficient to un derstand these truths and teach them 
to the church and the world, with a good portion of his time and the en- 
ergies of his mind employed in the distracting and surfeiting cares of 
this world? Where will we find all the eminent men of the church, 
in every period of her history? Were they farmers, merchants, me- 
chanics, lawyers, doctors or statesmen? By no means, they were 
ministers of the gospel of Christ and attended to that as their only 
profession. 

Look at a Luther, a Calvin, the Wesleys, a Whitefield, the Ten- 
nants, an Edwards, a Davis, anda host of others that might be named. 
Were they found behind the counter, on the farm, or at the bar all the 
week, and in the sacred desk on Sabbath only? The history of those 
great and good men prove quite the reverse, Look at all those men 
of God in different branches of the church in the present day, who 
are pre-eminently useful to the church, and successful in the ministry, 
and you will find them devoted to the cause of Christ and that alone 
as their profession and calling. He who has correct views of the 
great work of the ministry will see at once unanswerable arguments 
for a minister's whole time being employed in the buisness of the 
sanctuary. 

But was God more careful of his ministers under the Jewish econ- 
omy, than he is under the christian? Would he make it the duty of 
his priests to stand continually before him and minister at the altar, 
and make special provisions in his law for their sustenance, and be 
careless as to how his christian ministers should get a support? No, 
verily! for as they that ministered at the altar, lived of the things of 
the altar, even so hath the Lord orpaiNep that they that preach the 
gospel shall live of the gospel.—1st Cor. 9, 14. ‘I charge thee there- 
fore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick 
and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; 
be instant in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with 
all long-suffering and doctrine. For the time will come, when they 
will not endure sound doctrine ; but after their own lust shall they 
heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn 
away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.”’ 

But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an 
evangelist or of a pastor as the case may be, ‘make full proof of thy 
ministry.” 





























MAN'S PALL AND REMEDY. 
A LECTURE. 
The Law and the Gospel, or Man’s Fall and Remedy. 


BY REV. JOHN BERRY, 
LATE OF SANGAMON PRESBYTERY, ILLINOIS. 


“For what the Law could not do, in that it was weak through the 
flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for 
sin, condemned sin in the flesh.” —Rom. 8:9. 


The Apostle in the preceding chapter presents some of the sore 
conflicts through which the Christian has to pass in this world, in 
consequence of those enemies against which he has to contend, 
while on his way to that rest that remains to the people ofGod. But 
for his comfort and encouragement, the believer is directed to the 
foundation on which he has built for future happiness; with the en- 
dearing language, that there is ‘‘no condemnation to them which are 
in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the spirit. For 
the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus, hath made me free from 
the law of sin and death,’ or, as we understand the import of the lan- 
guage to mean, the plan, or rule by which the spirit makes the soul 
tree from sin, 1s, by applying the blood and righteousness of Christ, 
to the soul through faith, hence it becOmes ours, and, therefore, free 
from the condemnation of the law. Hence the propriety of the lan- 
guage in the text. 

' «For what the law could not do, in that it was weak thr ugh the 
flesh,”’ C. 

In briefly treating the subject, we shall observe the following order: 

I. Notice the law, and show what it is, what it can do, and what 
it cannot do. 

II. What man needs that the law cannot do for him. 

III. Present the remedy provided for his deliverance from sin. 

IV. Speak of that remedy, how itis applied, and of the eilect pro- 
duced, and so conclude. 

J. We are to notice thelaw. The Apostle does not mean by this 
expression, the Mosaic law, which served the people of Israel as a ci- 
vil statute, as well as a religious one, in prescribing their duties in 
their offerings, &c. Nor did he mean the Levitical law, which desig- 
uated the family that was to officiate in the house of God, by presen- 
ting those sacrifices on the altar for the people; for those laws had 
passed away before the Apostle’s conversion to Christianity. But ic 
is evident he designed to bring to view the moral law, which is atrans- 
cript of the divine perfections, see Rom. 7:12. ‘‘Wherefure the !aw 
is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good.’’ From the 
passage quoted, we see that the law is holy, and therefore, properly 
to be considered eternal in its nature; for it 1s founded on, and cen- 
tres in justice; and justice is that perfection in Jehovah that regulates 
his moral government, and consequently, in its administration he will 


do right. This law in its nature, is holy and pure as God himself is 
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holy and pure—therefore cannot approbate sin, either in thought, 
word or deed, and takes cognizance of the thoughts, words and ac- 
tions of man; and requires all created beings to love God with all their 
powers, whether they be in heaven, earth, or hell. This thought, at 
first view, may appear inconsistent with justice. But when we ex- 
amine the principle of moral government, we find it to be perfectly 
consistent, that even those guilty beings in hell should be required to 
love God; though in their lost condition, it is forever out of their power 
soto do. But let us examine this subject further, that we may see 
whether it will comport with the justice of God, so to require them to 
obey and love him. Did not God give them power when they were 
created, to have kept the law perfectly? Most assuredly he did,— 
for if he had not, thea he would have required the improvement of 
more talents than he had given, and that would have been unjust.— 
But again, Who put it out of their power to obey the law? (For it is 
out of their power, and eternally will be.) Did God deprive them, or 
remove that power to obey; or did they by their own disobedience, 
lose the ability to obey, and so disable themselves that they cannot 
meet the claims of the law? By their own act was their disability pro- 
duced. Then it is not unjust for them to be required strictly to obey 
though they have lost the power. Herce, justice holds his claim for 
their service, and the law requires obedience to its precepts, but the 
damned spirit has lost its probation and ability, and therefore, must 
linger in eternal pain for the transgression committed.—the transgres- 
sor by his own self-destroying act, having brought down the just sen- 
tence of the law upon his own guilty head, and mercy, in his case, 
being withdrawn forever. Thus we see, the law requires obedience of 
every one, whether the subject renders that obedience or not. But 
the law points to duty, and if the sinner refuses to obey its precepts, 
he must remain in his sins; for the law has no mercy to bestow, nor 
pardon to give. Therefore, as man is guilty of, and contaminated by 
sin; the law, with all its purity, cannot remedy his condition. There- 
fore, another plan must be found to relieve him, or he must perish. 

“For what the law could notdo, in that it was weak through the 
flesh,” &c. This bringsus to the 

II. Iiem in the subject, which was to notice what man needs, that 
the law cannot do for him. 

In the first place then, we say, in 2 moral point of view, man needs 
every thing to make him happy. For it is evident from ubservation, 
as well as from experience, that man, though destined for happiness, 
in his fallen condition, is not happy, but is ‘wretched and misera- 
ble, and poor, and blind, and naked.” His head is sick, therefore 
rot sound; his heart faint, therefore too weak to deliver himself from 
the curse of the law. He is dead in trespasses and in sins, and expo- 
posed to the wrath of God forever. Although he is dead in sin by 
nature, we are not to understand that he is inte/lectually dead.— 
Though unable to put forth one good action of himself, yet he is ca- 
pable of reasoning on subjects brought before his mind. And if he 
would choose the objects presented by the use of the means of divine 
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appointment, he would be led to the remedy, by which he might be 
rescued from sin. But, alas! his heart is opposed to the plan and its 
author, and will not accept of life on the plan of the gospel of salva- 
tion; and he is so affected by sin that he sets up his judgment, in a 
practical point of view, against the word of God, for God says, in his 
word, ‘now 1s the accepted time,”’ but the sinner says ‘‘after awhile: 

but again the scriptures say ‘‘turn ye from your evil way;’’ but the sin- 
ner runs on in sin, regardless of the command. Man is commanded 
to seek the Lord, but he seeks to gratify his own appetites and propen 

sities. It is true that man isa rebel against God and his government 
see Rom. 8, 7, ‘‘Because the carnal mind isenmity against God, for it 
is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.” From the 
passage just cited we learn that man is opposed, in heart, to the law 
of God, which shows that the seat of the disease is in the heart of man 
and not in the head: hence, it is evident that man is not only person- 
ally and practically guilty, but that he is originally guilty and totally 
depraved. We are aware that original sin is denied by many. But 
let us examine the principle, and it will fully appear that man is orig- 
inally corrupt. What were the first effects of sin upon man? Was it 
not that he coveted the forbidden fruit? We see men are yet cove- 
tous. But he was ashamed, and hid himself because he was proud.— 
Men are yet proud and selfish. These facts go to prove that man is 
originally guilty. Not that we are chargeable with the simple act of 
our first father putting forth his hand, taking and eating the forbidden 
fiuit: but in that act he manifested opposition of heart to the will of 
God, and the curse of God fellon him. In the choice he made, and 
as his mind was turned to the enemy, he received the image of that 
enemy under the curse; and consequently his nature became unholy. 
And this is what we understand by original sin, an unholy nature; and 
this nature is entailed on all Adam’s family. Hence, ‘‘ail are gone 
out of the way, there is none that doeth good, no not one.” Again 

‘the carnal mind is enmity against God, not subject to the law,” &c. 
But further, ‘‘the heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked—who can know it?” Once more, see Psalms 5:9, ‘‘For there 
is no faithfulness in their mouth; their inward partis very wickedness; 
their throat isan open sepulchre; they flaiter with theirtungue.”’ See 
ist Cor. 2:14, ‘‘The natural man receiveth not the things of the spirit 
of God: for they are foolishness unto him, neither can he know them, 

because they are spiritually discerned.’”’ The evidence of man’s total 
depravity and deep corruption of heart, by sin, is so clearly seen in 
the word of God that no honest mind can doubt it for one moment.— 
So we see that man is condemned; but the law cannot justify him; he 
is anclean, but the law canuot cleans him; he is unholy, the law can- 
not make him holy; also, he is spiritually blind, but the law cannot re- 
store him to sight; and he is dead in trespasses and in sins, but the 
law cannot give him life. So we see what man needs, that the law 
cannot do for him. In this deplorable condition, man is exposed to 
the wrath and vengeance of Jehovah, and must inevitably linger through 
a boundless eternity, tortured with keen despair, unless a remedy be 
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provided and applied; for Justice never will admit him to enter and 
dwell with God without being cleansed from sin. And well mightthe 
psalmist exclaim, ‘‘What is man, that thou art mindful of him,” &c.— 
He is possessed of that immortal spirit that must exist parallel with 
God: and O! who could be willing for this noblest work of God in this 
world to be consigned to the prison of hell forever, from whence there 
is no return? 

Where is the created being to be found, with a proper view of man’s 
condition in sin, and feel no concern for him? Surely, not one.— 
Could angels behold him and feel no interest? Most assuredly they 
would be interested for him. Could the child of God see man in this 
deplorable condition and have no concern for him? No, we think not 
one such is to be found. But what is to be the result? Justice can- 
not approbate man in his sins, the law cannot cleanse him from sin 
and he is unable to rescue himself. Here compassion might exclaim 
what can be done for poor, fallen man? Is he to perish? must he per- 
ish? No, tothe honor of God be it said, Mercy has found a ransom, 
by which man’s condition can be remedied. This brings us to anoth- 
er proposition in the subject, which is, to bring to view 

Lif. The remedy provided for man’s deliverance from sin. 

As man by sin forfeited life, therefore he must die. Also, he offen- 
ded against justice, consequently a satisfaction must be made, or par- 
don could not be grunted; and man became so affected by sin that he 
was not able to make an atonement for his sin, and as Justice was in- 
jured by sin; it would not admit of pardon without a satisfaction being 
made to its demands. And such was the distance, ina moral point 
of view, betwixt God and man, that there never could be union with- 
out reconciliation on the part of man, or satisfaction made by him, and 
that he could not do in his fallen condition. Well then might we use 
the language of the inspired Job, ‘‘Neither is there any days-man be- 
twixt us, that might lay his hand upon us both.’’—Job, 9:33. Also, 
Isaiah 59:16, ‘‘And he saw that there was no man, and wondered that 
there was no intercessor; therefore his arm brought salvation unto 
him; and his righteousness it sustains him.’’ So we see that such 
was the condition of man, by sin, he was doomed by Justice to suffer 
eternal death; and such was the purity of the divine nature that he 
could not dwell with God: consequently, without a mediator, man 
must remain a sufferer through time and in eternity; he must endure 
the vengeance of eternal fire. In this deplorable condition, could 
wisdom look om man and not understand his situation? But to deliv- 
er him wisdom could not. Justice would not pass him unnoticed, bnt 
exclaimed, ‘“‘pay me that thou owest!” The demands of justice could 
not cease, for man has sinned without cause; therefore, its claims must 
be met. Could truth witness his condition and not say he was guil- 
ty? This truth could not do and maintain its dignity, for he is all de- 
filed; therefore, truth has to exclaim, ‘‘man, sinful man is guilty.”’— 
But again, could power take and rescue him from the guilt, without a 
satisfaction to justice? It could not without violating the rights of go- 
vernment, and that would produce confusion in the perfections of De- 
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ity; and that cannot be, for it is impossible for God to save sinners at 
the expense of any one of his perfections. But they must harmonise 
in himself to maintain the rights of his throne. Therefore, power was 
not able to deliver man from his deplorable condition. 

But further, on this subject: Could goodness behold man and not 
pity, and would goodness pity and not try to relieve? No, to the hon- 
or of God, yea to his eternal honor, be it said that, when goodness 
was moved towards man, merey flowed from goodness to th poor 

] 


cuilty rebel, and well may the psalmist exclaim, as in the 85th Psa., 9 


10, 11 verses, *‘Surely his salvation is nigh them that fear him, that 


glory may dwell in ourland. Mercy and truth are met together, righ- 
teousness and peace have kissed each other. Truth shall spring out 


of the earth, and righteoutness shall look down from heaven. rom 
the language of the psalmist, we see there isa plan by which men may 
be saved from sin, and God honored in that salvation, for it is a work 
worthy of aGod. Wisdom devised the scheme, justice seems to stand 
silent, while goodness and power undertake the work, and in the ac- 
complishment of this great work we see the two natures, the offended 
and the offender, in one person for the purpose of effecting a recon- 
ciliation betwixt the parties—that justice might be satisfied in the one 

by obedience being rendered in the other. And no marvel that the 
prophet, when, by prophetic vision, he saw this adorable character 
uttered the heavenly language as expressed in Isa., 9:6, “For unto us 
a child is born, unto us a son ts given, and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder; and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsel- 
lor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.’’— 
In the fulness of time this divine personage made his appearance in 
the manger: who was the God-man mediator. His conception was 
supernatural, hence he is properly the son of God; his birth natural 
therefore he is properly the son of man. QO! wondrous grace indeed! 
manifest to a guilty world. The heavens adore him, angels worship 
him, and the world wonders at him; an@ itis no marvel that such no- 
tice should be taken of him, for it is true he was the most extraordina- 
ry character ever known. He was divine, therefore he could not suf- 
fer or die; but he possessed 2 soul that could suffer but not die, and a 
body that could sufferandd.e. Itis not to be wondered at that angels 
worshipped him, as saidjthe apostle, see Heb. 1, 6: “And let all 
the angels of God worship him.” It was right for them to worship 
him, for he created them. Men ought to worship, serve and love him 

because he made, redeemed and preserves them. But to finish the 
work he had undertaken for man, he must obey the law, thereby pro- 
curing arighteousness adequate to the demands of the law. But this 
was not all that justice demanded, for life was forfeited bv sin, and 
therefore he must give his life a ransom for sinners, that they may es- 
eape eternal death. But to accomplish this important work what sor- 
row, pain and anguish he endured! Mark his life, from the manger to 
the cross, and he is found to be “a man of sorrow and acquainted 
with grief.’’ When the law demanded obedience, he rendered it per- 
fectly, though he had not where to lay his head; (poor sinner! it was 
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for you he obeyed, that you might have a robe of righteousness, by 
which you may stand justified before God, if you will accept of it.— 
Hear the language of the prophet, in view of the suffering endured by 
him: “Is any sorrow like unto my sorrow?’’ Well might it be said, 
there was none like it, for the malice of earth and hell were arrayed 
against him; but he endured it all without a murmur, knowing that if 
he did not make satisfaction for man, that man must endure eterna! 
death. But the agony he endured was indescribable: view him in the 
garden, and imbitter anguish of soul he prays, ‘Father, if it be possi- 
ble let this cup pass from me, (inasmuchvas if he had said, ‘if salvation 
can be in any other way, let it be in that way; but ifit cannot, thy will 
be done.’’) But he prays again, and again he prays, ‘Father notas I 
wil!, but as thou wilt!” But, while he prays, the bloody sweat gushes 
through the pores of his sacred body. Thus, nature’s law was sus- 
pended, while nature’s God suffers. But this was not al!. He was ta- 
ken by the wicked crew and brought to Pilot’s bar; there falsely ac- 
cused; by the Roman governor condemned; and with thorns he was 
crowned. Thus did the Christ of God suffer for man. But he must 





die, and he is led to Calvary,—there nailed to the fa 


tal wood, and rear- 
ed betwixt the heavens and the earth, as though he was fit for neither 
Oh the solemn consternation of earth and heaven! The heavens dark- 
ened as in sack-cloth, the earth did quake, the rocks rent, witnessing 
the sufferings of the Son of God. But Jesus, amidst the sufferings he 





endured, exclaims, ‘Woman! behold thy son.’’ But amidst his agony 
he cries out, ‘‘My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken + Yea 
he treads the wine-press alone, and of the people there was none to 
help.” While in this dreadful agony, he cries out “It is finished! and 
gave up the Ghost;”’ (or, as 1s meant, his life.) O! my soul, I ask 
what is finished? The redemption price is paid, justice is satisfied, the 
flaming sword ts cooied, and the way of access opened, that all men 
may obtain pardon that will accept of Christ, for he is u way, the 
truth and the lile. 

This brings us to ous last proposition, 

IV. Which is, to treat of the remedy, how it is applied, &c. 

As we have seen, the atonement is mad which is at ction to 
justice, ) by the death of Christ, and a righteousness procured by his 
life, that all men might be saved from eternal de ifthey would be- 
lieve in Him who opened the way of access to God for them. But 
the atonement did not remove sin, of any kind, from the world: nor 
was it designed to remove it, for the life and death of Christ was in 
view of the government of God, that the legal obstructions might be 


removed out of the way, that it might be an henorable work on the 
part of God to save them that believe in Him who removed the legal 
barriers. Here it might be asked, was government the obiect in the 
Divine mind in accomplishing this great work? Ve answer, it was 
not—for it is not said ‘‘'God so loved the law or government,” but that 
he ‘‘so loved the world,” &c. Hence, man was the object of God's 
Jove. But, to effect a deliverance for man, the government must be 
maintained. Hence, the atonement was a governmental work. Thus 
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the government being sustained by the life and death of Christ, the 
way was opened for man’s deliverance from condemnation. But all 
that was done by the Saviour effected no change in man’s nature, for 
he is still the same guilty, corrupt, depraved, condemned and helpless 
creature since the death of Christ as before. Therefore, man must be 
a partaker of the atonement, in order to salvation. Consequently, 
other means must be employed for him, in order that he be renewed 
and cleansed from sin; and for the accomplishment of this great work, 
the blessed Jesus, who bowed his head in death, rose a conqueror over 
death, the grave and hell, with all their powers; and after his ascen- 
sion to the Father, the Holy Spirit descended, with light and power, 
to renew all who will follow his divine influence. It is true, God does 
not consult men whether they will receive light or not, nor does the 
Spirit consult the agency of men whether they will receive light or 
not, (for he does enlighten;) thus far the Father and Spirit exercise 
their sovereignty without consulting human agency. Hence the pro- 
priety of the Divine economy, that where there are different parties In- 
terested in any work, there must be aconcurrence between the parties 
for the accomplishme ntofthatwork. Then, as God’s glory and man’s 
happiness are interested in the work of salvation; on the | urt of divine 
mnfluence the sinner’s mind is enliohtened, to see the evil nature of 


sin, in some degree, and sin exposing the soul to eternal death; thus 
the subje ct is in some degre e convicted ior conviction isa sense of 
guilt, with a liability to punishment.) Thus far, sovereignty is em- 
ployed, without consulting the agency of man: and no farther will he 
» go with man until he gives the consent of his mind to follow the teach- 


ines of the spirit. An evidence of that consent being cained. the sub- 
ct must yield obedience to the divine command, in turning away 
from sin; as itis said in the word of God, “Let the wicked forsake his 


way, and the unrighteous man his thouchts,”’ &c.—Isa. 55:7. fut 
acain, Eze. 33:11, ‘Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways: for why will 
ye die, O house of Israe See Luke 13:3, “But except ye repent ye 
shall all likewise perish.”’ Here 1s sufficient evidence from the wor | 
of God to show that man ts required to turn from sin as a duty, and it 
is his best interest so to do. But, in this exercise of mind, there is a 
powerful contest to be engaged in, on the part of the sinner, for earth 
and hell will combine their influence against h and the soul that 
would escape the dire consequences of sin must fix a determined pur- 
, pose of mind against, and uncompromising ¢ pposition to, sin. This 
, is the first step tn true piety anda sound conversion to God, as duty 


on the part of the creature. Then, this determination must be carrie d 
into practice if the object be gained for which they seek, which is the 
salvation of the soul: for earth and hell will combine their influence 
against him; therefore, the souls that would escape eternal death must 
with determination, oppose sin in all its forms, as a duty they owe to 
themselves and to God; and leave no duty neglected, and divine grace 
will lead the laboring mind, first to the end of its own strencth. The 
word of God gives great encouragement to persons inquiring the way 
of life and salvation; see Isa. 48:17: ‘“‘Thus saith the Lord, thy Re- 
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deemer, the holy one of Israel; Lam the Lord thy God which teacheth 
thee to profit; which leadeth thee by the way that thou shouldst go.” 
But again, see Matt. 11, 28:29, ‘Come unto me, all ye that labor and 
are heavy laden, and [ will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you 


and learn of me; for [ am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find 


rest unto your soul .’ Itis a solemn struggle for spiritual life, but the 
soul must strugzle into lite, or in eternal death for want of it. But. if 
the creature pressed wiih guilt, filled with fear, the mind shrouded in 
darkness, destruction seems to await and justice to threaten, now let 
the mind staply consent to rely on the merits of God in Christ: though 
the mind be dark, trust him with your eternal all, forthe creature must 
make the offering with an undivided mind for time and eternity, an en- 
tire consecration of the heart intothe arms of me recy; (tits is what we 
understand to be the act of faith.) Then it ts that God ace pts the 
offering made, and justiication (which ts an act of God takes piace 


in heaven, ‘‘lor it is God that justili th,”’ and regeneration or change 


takes place in the heart, by the Holy Spirit, and the eflicacy of the 
blood of Christ cleanses from sin. Hence the soul is made alive to 
God, through Jesus Christ, by the Holy Ghost; which the jaw could 
not do. Then there is peace felt in the soul that thus believes, and a 
union takes place between Christ and that creature; consequently we 
may look for g vod fruit on the tree thus changed, “fora corrupt tree 
cannot bring forth good fruit, neither can a good tree bring forth evil 
fruit.’ And the effect is, peace with God and joy in the Holy Ghost: 
haviny received a new nature and a new name, it would be expected 
that there will be a new course in life, and virtuous actions in that 
lif But other eftects produced are, new objects to look upon, and 
new joys spring from those objects a desire forall to partake of those 
joys; a desire for conformity to the mind and will of God in all things: 
a comfort in meditation; a delight in the word of God; consolation in 
retirement tothe closet; a cheerfulness in attending the house of God. 
with a constant care to shun and avoid every appearance of evil, with 
a submission of mind to do and suffer the will of God here, and look 
fora more blessed inheritance at the right hand of the Father above 
that, when lile’s conflicts are over, the soul! will gain a place in chat 
rest that remains for the people of God, where the wicked will cease to 
trouble and the weary soul will be at rest in the kingdom of God. 

But the poor sinner that rejects Christ and his salvation, the law will 
curse down to the lowest hell; and then justice and wrath will com- 
bine with the curse of the law in the dark prison of hell, from whence 
there is no return, but to realize all that is meant by that fearful word, 
the damnation of hell!! But, dear sinner, a word more to you and 
we close. While mercy is in your offer, accept of that mercy—repent 
of your sins and embrace Christ, for he is your only hope for pardon. 


And may the Holy Spirit help you! Amen. 
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“Tne Docrrixe or Evection. This doctrine we find stated as follows in the 
Presbyteria H ] 
‘ As ma vi peo le ar r their m 4 Y ! \ “A 
we present for their « ideration the following proposi , VIZ 
Ist. God, by his Holy Spirit, co 
8d He does not dot 3 by haphazard or a m I Ve t é 
of a previous determ yn to do i , 
Sd. As he is of oner d and char not, | rW 
of turning, this design or purpose t vel " 
but is one vawva | od 
These ‘ . 
W hich of I 
Itis 1 Y t ya 
lieved 1 v t, but tried ] 1:] 
real \ reat of} l to. Mi 
determine the truth of the th s ta i Acts, 17 j 


direction 18 “"prove ul 


may it perplex ‘‘pious peop ** to 


tion, when not convinced « h. Th ! 
maintenance of a doctrine hey int \ 
are rather convinced that it 1s 1 1 doct : i j V 
Jatior of a requ ith ol ll 

The Herald offers three pr 
who are frequently “perplex: their 1 ds’’ 1 i the « The 
Herald says **the three pro j f 
election.’’’ Whether these propo calculated to relic of } 
plexity on th subject, or increase if, the read con t | lid res 
pectfully suggest to the Herald the follow r small amendme ‘ ine we 
‘*horrible,’’ and insert suGAR-COATEI it would th ! o d doctrin 
of election,”® which, if I mistake not, v ld licate the re character of the } pe 
gitions. Let us see whether it would or not 

It strikes me that the meaning of the Ist col ined in the 2d, and ! import of 
the @d in the third. If so, there is an implied meaning in t) , which could not 
attach to it if it was unqualified by t! ond and third. Uncor ed with any 
thing implied or expressed, I unhesitatingly say the first proposition is true: ‘God, 
by his Holy Spirit, converts the soul.’’ But it is not true that he converts the sou 
without its co-operation or concurrence. It is not for the sun to say whether it w 
shine; the blade of grass or stalk of corn to say whether it will grow, or the body of 
water on an inclined plane to say whether it will ascend or descend. These things 


cannot be otherwise than as they are, fixed and determined by the omnipotent and 
immutable agency of the Creator. But whether the soul is converted or not, is 

question not det rmined aside from and exclusive of its agency. Though that ager 

cy is neither the first mover in, nor the efficient cause of conversion; yet itis in its 
lezitimate, its subordinate and concurrent exercise that the Holy Spirit converts the 
soul. It neither does nor can convert itself; but receives the converting power of the 
Holy Spirit in compliance with the requisition ef the gospel. If it be asked, why is 
there a eoncurrence of divine and creature agency in conversion? my answer 1s, ‘‘even 
so Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight.’’ According to the Scriptures, in the 
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I 13:34; M 23:37; John §:40; Prov. 1: 24 to 31 


Ti i’s second l rd propositions, that the first is 


repud t d ine of the gospel, brought to 

k T d : not shown to be erroneous by as 
ynvert tl yul **by haphazard or a mere freak of fancy.”’ 
nake rather a weak argument. The principle of the se 
t ynversion of certain souls, rather than others, 
ondit val determination to do so, that God “always has 


in mean “‘only that grace delivers from the curse and wrath 
death, a few, who would otherwise perish, but leaves the 
» which it has been destined.’’ In this he agrees with Cal 
3, Chap. 22, Sec. 7. More fully stated in the same Book, 


5. - **Predestination we call the eternal decree of God, by which he 


himself 


what he would have to become of every individual of man- 


kind. For they are not all created with similar destiny; but eternal life is foreordain 
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ed for some, and eternal damnation for others. Every man, therefore, being created 
for one or the other of these ends, we say he is predestinated either to life or death.”’ 
It is therefore manifest, according to Calvin and the Herald, that some are not convert 


ed, because they are not created with a destiny similar to others whom ‘‘God, by hie 


, } 


Holy Spirit, converts.” I am, therefore, led to the conclusion that the destiny of 


both the converted and unconverted is alike unalterable and inevitable. Whether the 
Herald owns it or not, Calvin has said, ‘‘Many, indeed, as if they wished to avert 
odium from God, admit election in such a way as to deny that any one is reprobated 


But this is peurile and absurd, because election itself could not exist without being 


opposed to reprobation. 4x d is said to separate those whom he adopts to s ition 
To say that others can obtain by chance, or acquire by their own efforts, that which 
election alone confers on a few, will be worse than absurd. Whom God passes by, 
therefore, he reprobates, and from no other « > than his determination to ex: lude 


them from the inheritance which he predestines for his children.’’—Book 3, Chap 


93, Sec. 1. If Peter ever entert 





no doubt convinced that it was erroneous, when he ‘‘opened his mouth and said, of 
a truth I perceive that God is no 1 of per : But very nation, he that 
feareth him, and worketh right ss, 1s accepted with him.’’—Aets 10: 34, 35.- 

He afterwards inculcated this view of « n in his epist For example, in 2d 


Epistle 1:10, he says, ‘‘Wherefore the rather, brethren, give all diligence to make 


your calling and election sure.”’ The apostle of the Gent taught election ‘to 
salvation through sanctification of the spirit 1 belief of the truth.’’—2d T} 9:13. 
The same view of the ibject is given 1} Ey 1. 1:13: ‘In whom yeal » trusted, after 
that ye had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also, af- 
ter that yé belie ved, ye were st led with that h« y spirit ¢ fj} romise.”’ Th pr des 
tination or election to salvation is not Ir tive of personal, free ager y- John 
3:36—“‘He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life; and he that believeth not 
the Son, shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.”’ Take, in con 
nection with this, the following: “If ye be will and obedient, ye s} eat t] od 





of the land: But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword; for the 
mouth of the Lord hat! ken it.”"—Isa. 1:19, 20. “If thoud t well, tthon 





not be ac und if t doest 1 . lieth at the d —Gen. 4:7. “For 
whatsoever aman soweth, that shall he also reap.’"—Gal. 6:7. “Or des t thou 


the riches of his good: , and forbearance, and lo: iffering; not knowing that the 


goodness of Ged leadeth thee to repent . But after thy hardness and impenitent 
beart, treasurest up unto thyself w h against the day of wrath, and the revelation 
of the righteous judgment of God; who will render to every man according to his 
deeds: To them, who, by patient continuance in well-doing, seek for glory and hon 


or and immortality, eternal life: But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey 
the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indig yn and wrath, tribulation and anguish, 
-_ 1 of tl 


upon every s yul of man that docth evil, of the Jew first and also of the Gentile: for 
there is no respect of persons with God "Rom. 2: 4 to 1}. 


‘ } 


Thus plainly do the Scriptures teach that election to endless life and reprobation to 


everlasting death, is not by the unconditional determination of a merciful and st 
God—a simple act of sovereignty—aside from, and exclusive of, the agency of men. 


They may secure or lose their election to salvation. As reasonable and accountable 


gate of 


creatures they have a moral probation. Are they not now before the open 
heaven? Whether they enter there, or sink into hell, is suspended upon the exercise 


of their own agency. 


It is the great feature of the gospel system that, while ix 
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lividual under divine influence, it gives him the decision of his own 


In his soul, sovereign agency has placed the turning hinge of destiny. 


.a cardinal doctrine ution. The exercise of man’s free agency 


yn this principle that the Bible bases the 


tions, promises, commands and threat- 
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TERMS :—Tue Meni will be published monthly. Each num- 
ber to contain 24 pages, in octavo form, with a handsome cover, exe- 
cuted in a workmanlike manner, on good paper with new type. 

PRICE to subscribers, ONE DOLLAR, 74 advance, ior One year of 
twelve numbers, forming a volume of 288 pages. 

An index and title page will accompany the twelfth number. 

So soon as patronage may justily it, the number of pages will be 
increased to 36, making annually a book of 432 pages. This would 
be a large amount of reading matter for $1. 

Ministers and Elders of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church are 
authorised to act as agents for this periodical. 

Pastors in their charges, and itinerant preachers in their circuits 
have it in their power to give us ¢€ flicient aid and render a valuable 
service to the church. Some are doing this, and we trust others, and 
all will. 

AGENTs who wish to send us money, or the names of new’subscri- 
bers for the Medium, may send by mail, at our risk and expeps 
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A HINT TO POSTMASTERS. 

Says the Lutheran Observer, a Post master in the interior of Penn- 
sylvania recently had judgment given against him for the price of a 
subscription of several years to a distant newspaper on the ‘plea that 
he had not given sufficient legal notice to the publisher to stop it, and 
continued to receive the numbers for several years and sell them for 
the postage. The magistrate decided that merely returning a copy of 
“John Smith’s’’ papers with “stop this” written on it, without post 
mark, or other indication of locality, was not sufficient or legal notice, 
but a written notice, with name, place, date and reason, must be sent 
to the publisher, and “‘franked,”’ that it may be taken out by him. 
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